


















Australian Baptists Sail . . . 
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THE FIRST LARGE DELEGATION to leave 
their homes bound for the tenth Baptist World 
Congress at. Rio de Janeiro June 26-July 3 boarded 
ship at Sydney, Australia, March 15. 

Baptists from every state of the Australian Com- 
monwealth and one from the pioneer Baptist work 
in New Guinea made up the party of 40 members. 

Their ship, $.S. Himalaya, headed first for Auck- 
land, New Zealand, where New Zealand Baptists 
also were to board. 

In Washington, USA, Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, gen- 
eral secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, greeted 
news of the sailing—more than three months before 
the Congress opens—as evidence of the world-wide 
nature of the Rio meeting. Some 20,000 Baptists, 
representative of the world’s 23,000,000 Baptists 
in 106 countries, are expected. 

Rev. P. J. Hayes, a veteran of several Congress 
sessions, is director of the Australian tour. Rev. 
A. L. Wilkins is secretary. 

Receptions have been arranged for the party as 
it makes its way to North America, then to South 
America. New Zealand Baptists were to greet them 
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BON VOYAGE. Forty Australian Baptists, boarding the Steamship 
Himalaya for their trip to the Baptist World Congress at Rio de 
Janeiro, are being told farewell by Rev. Alan Prior, editor of The 
Australian Baptist. Mr. Prior will travel by air, leaving in late May. 


at Auckland. Methodists planned a welcoming 
party at Suva, Fiji Islands. Representatives of both 
the American and Southern Baptist Conventions 
planned fellowship in Hawaii. 

After arriving in North America, the Australasi- 
ans will spend two months visiting Baptist work in 
the United States and Canada. 

Later they will depart by plane from Miami, 
for a tour of Latin American Baptist work. 

An official reception and farewell was given the 
tourists at Sydney a day prior to their departure, 
with Mr. Stan Squire, president-elect of New South 
Wales Baptists, presiding. 

Editor Alan Prior of The Australian Baptist re- 
ports, in an apparent understatement, that members 
of the touring party do not mean to hide their 
identity. 

Each traveler wore a blazer decorated with a 
green and gold map of Australia with the Australian 
Coat of Arms superimposed on it. In addition, the 
delegates will wear a large plastic emblem with 
the legend: “Baptist World Alliance Congress, 
Jun 1960. Australian Delegate. Rio de Janeiro.” 
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A Question Answered .. . 


How Is the BWA Financed? 


One of the questions most frequently 
asked in mail received from churches 
preparing for Baptist World Alliance 
Sunday was “How is the Baptist World 
Alliance financed?” 

Basic financial help for the Alliance 
comes in appropriations from cooperat- 
ing Baptist conventions. Twenty-nine 
groups indicated their full cooperation 
with BWA ideals in such a financial way 
in 1959. 

A sizable amount came also from in- 
dividual churches and individual Baptists 





American Baptist Convention (/,555,360 members) 
Baptist Federation of Canada (135,688 members) 


who had seen evidences of the fellow- 
ship encouraged by BWA and wanted to 
have a part in it. 

The total amount received for opera- 
tional expenses in 1959 was $82,327.06. 
The amount lacked almost $8000 in 
covering the year’s expenses, and the 
deficit in operations was made up by 
using the cash balance on hand and part 
of a contingency fund. 

Receipts for the year 1959 for operat- 
ing expenses (relief not included) are 
indicated below. 


Total Amount Per Capita 


National Baptist Convention of America (2,668,799 


members) 


National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. (4,557,416 : 


members) 


National Baptist Convention o of “Mexico (16, 125 


members) 


North American Baptist General Conference (50, 010 


members) 


Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 6, 947 “members) 
Southern Baptist Convention (9,206,758 members) - 
Baptist Union of Australia (34,272 members) 
Brazilian Baptist Convention (/55,865 members) - 
Cameroun Baptist Convention (/1,539 members) 


Ceylon Baptist Council (1,824 members) - 


Chilean Baptist Convention (7,205 members) _ 
Baptist Convention of Western Cuba (/4,4/2 members) - 
Baptist Union of Denmark (7,377 wane Ss) 


Baptist Federation of France (3,022 


German Baptist Union (99,926 members) cs 
Baptist Union of Great Britain (203,848 members) - : 


Baptist Union of Haiti (28,475 members) - 


Baptist Union of Holland (8,64] members) _. 

Hong Kong Baptist Association (/2,527 members) __.. 
Baptist Union of New Zealand (/3,099 members) 

Baptist Union of Norway (7,264 members) eer 
Puerto Rico Baptist Convention (7,000 members) 

Baptist Union of Scotland (20,399 members) ____-..----------- 


South Mizo District Baptists, Assam, India 
(20,367 members) 


Baptist Union of Spain (2,664 members) 
Baptist Union of Sweden (33,798 members) 


Swiss Baptist Federation (1,921 members) - 


Baptist World Alliance Sunday and Other Gifts - 


Baptist World—Subscriptions 
Baptist World—Advertisements 
Interests and Dividends 
Miscellaneous 


NOTE: 


2. Some conventions do not yet contribute on a yearly 


Given Gifts 

$17,842.12 O11 

1,034.85 .008 

ee 1,410.00 .001 

700.00 .0001 

Re ek As A 120.00 .007 

1,209.00 .024 

50.00 .008 

_..... 45,000.00 005 

280.00 .008 

ppaees tae. 170.00 001 

a ee 171.36 015 

5.60 .003 

42.22 .006 

25.00 .002 

: 144.48 .020 

2 members) _ is Poe ESE 30.42 .010 

716.70 .007 

ete 840.00 .004 

21.50 .OO1 

A Met 76.11 .009 

200.00 .016 

140.00 O11 

nee 56.10 .008 

I 100.00 .014 

110.30 .005 

TRS ae ee 10.50 .0005 

20.00 .008 

Se ee 386.00 011 

40.00 .021 
5,194.85 
St ee 2,795.02 
le eee eee 2,053.07 
Ra Pits ol Or eee 1,159.72 
181.14 


$82,327.06 


1. In a few cases contributions for 1959 arrived too late to be credited for that year. 


basis; therefore the absence of names in the 


above list does not necessarily indicate that these conventions do not contribute at all. 
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“Jesus Christ Is Lord” .. . 


Our Aopesr at Keo 


AN EDITORIAL 


Wi at RESULTS can be expected when thousands of 
Baptists from lands around the globe converge in one 
place for worship and fellowship together? 

The Baptist World Congress, meeting at Rio de Ja- 
neiro June 26-July 3, will provide an answer. Edgar F. 
Hallock, general chairman of Rio planning committees, 
believes that it can be the greatest thing that has hap- 
pened for Kingdom advance since Pentecost. 

Of course, the meeting could be just another convention 
with its throngs of people going through the routine out- 
lined on a printed program. Or it could be—with all the 
Baptists in the world praying for God’s blessings—an 
epochal event that would speed heavenly sunshine to the 
hearts of men throughout our earth. 

Many things may make the Tenth Baptist World Con- 
gress different from the nine other world gatherings that 
have preceded it. It is the first Congress ever held in the 
Southern hemisphere. It is the first Congress ever held in 
mission territory. And it is the first Congress ever held in 
a nominally Catholic nation. 

The historical Christ is not new to these peopie of 
Rio and the rest of Latin America. He is represented to 
them by the large ornate church structures and jewel-be- 
decked altars that decorate their cities. He is depicted in 
stone in a gigantic statue atop Corcovada, Rio’s highest 
mountain. But He is not generally known in Latin America 
as the living personal Saviour who can fill the emptiness 
of men’s hearts. 


An Evangelistic Congress 


The officers of the Baptist World Alliance who are 
planning the program want this to be an evangelistic 
-congress. They have stretched the program over eight 
days, including two Sundays, so that the farmer and the 
day laborer and the businessman could be invited to par- 
ticipate. In addition, each week-night program will include 
a brief evangelistic message in Portuguese for the heart- 
probing of visiting Brazilians. 

The first Sunday’s program will be a flag-bedecked dem- 
onstration of the world-wide scope of our Baptist faith. 
It doubtless will be illuminating to many who have thought 
of Romanism as the universal church. On the closing 
Sunday, a crowd of possibly 150,000 will fill Rio’s gigan- 
tic football stadium for songs of praise and dedication 
and a message by Evangelist Billy Graham. Thousands of 
these people, coming out of curiosity or looking for excite- 
ment, will hear the evangelical gospel for the first time. 

This Congress, if fortified with prayer, may herald a 
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great new day for evangelical Christianity, not only in 
Brazil but in all Latin America. Traveling Baptists will 
bear witness to their Saviour as they travel from country 
to country on mission tours. 


A Missionary Congress 


Too, this Congress will be a missionary congress. The 
Aliance Commission on World Missions will bring reports 
on the scope of our progress fulfilling the Great Com- 
mission in our day. They will project our hopes for the 
future. Even greater, however, is the fact that the some 
5,000 Baptists who will be there from North America 
and Europe will be observing mission need and mission 
activity for the first time. 

To the most of our people, mission adventure has been 
an experience gained only through magazines and books 
and speeches by missionaries on furlough. This summer, 
they themselves will be there. They will return to their 
churches more dedicated to the task of world missions 
than ever before. The things they see and feel will not 
be easily forgotten. 


Strong Witness for Liberty and Peace 


Significantly, this Congress also can be a tremendous 
witness for religious liberty. The Congress theme, “Jesus 
Christ is Lord” (Philippians 2:11), is a new concept to 
much of the world. A distinctive of our Baptist faith, it 
elevates Christ above both the totalitarian state and the 
hiezarchical church. It pinpoints the very heart of religious 
liberty—the place of Christ in individual human hearts 
as supreme Guide in faith and actions. 

This concept of Christ as Lord will reach beyond any 
resolutions we may pass on religious liberty in its long- 
lasting effect throughout the world. Ideas become a vital 
part of life. Hearts and minds which grasp the significance 
of Christ's lordship at Rio will radiate this conviction 
io every corner of our earth. 

Finally, it is our hope that this Congress will have its 
world-wide influence for peace on earth, good will toward 
men. Its delegates or messengers will come from almost 
a hundred countries. They will speak many languages, 
their faces will be of many shades of color, and their 
earthiy citizenship will have many political hues. They 
find their oneness, however, in Christ-—a unity of which 
Paul spoke in Ephesians 4:5, “One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism.” In such unity, the love of God will surely guide 
us from all prejudices and pride into a common dedication 
to make Christ known to all men everywhere. 











Australian 


By ALAN PRIOR 
Editor, The Australian Baptist 


oO BAPTISTS were among the 1,032 

passengers of officers, marines, 
convicts, women and children who set 
sail from the Isle of Wight on May 13, 
1787, to found the first English settle- 
ment in Australia. A story, probably 
aprocryphal, tells that a Baptist minis- 
ter in England sought permission to ac- 
company these unhappy exiles as a 
spiritual comforter, but that he was re- 
fused permission on the grounds that 
there were no Baptists among the con- 
Victs. 

Rev. Richard Johnston, minister of 
the Church of England, was chaplain to 
the fleet. To him belongs the honor of 
first preaching the Christian gospel in 
Australia. 


The First Baptist Service 


It was not until 1831 that Baptists 
gained a foothold in Australia. By this 
time, 43 years after foundation of the 
colony, free settlers were coming in vast 
numbers. Baptists were among the Bri- 
tishers seeking home and fortune in the 
fabulous southern continent. They 
brought with them from England the 
atmosphere and the principles of their 
faith. 

Australia’s first Baptist preacher was 


Black and white skinned chil- 


dren crowd around _ the 
school teacher at Warribri, 
Northern 


Australian 


Territory, where 


Baptist mission- 
aries minister to aborigines 
of the Warramunga and 


Wailbri_ tribes. 


Baptists on the March! 


Here is a story of Baptist beginnings in Australia and the spread 
of the faith throughout the continent. Australian Baptists are cur- 
rently engaged in strong programs of home and foreign missions. 


a Scot from the Highlands—Rev. John 
McKaeg. Little is known of him ex- 
cept that he had considerable preaching 
and leadership qualities, but lacked the 
stability necessary to build churches. He 
conducted the first baptismal service and 
preached for about two and a half years, 
gathering a somewhat interdenomina- 
tional congregation. 

It is presumed that a church was 
formed under McKaeg’s ministry, but 
there is no record of it. Any books that 
might have been kept are lost. News of 
these first Baptists is gained only from 
occasional references in the newspapers 
of that time. First record of a service is 
found in a news item from the Sydney 
Monitor of April 27, 1831. It reads: 
“Mr McKaeg has commenced preaching 
in the Long Room of the Rose and 
Crown Inn, Castlereagh Street. On Sun- 
day last (April 24) a few persons of the 
Baptist persuasion attended.” In at least 
one respect the Baptist church in Aus- 
tralia is Apostolic. In common with the 
church in Jerusalem, its first meeting 
place was an upstairs room. 


Rev. John Saunders Arrives 

After McKaeg’s departure, the Sydney 
congregation requested a pastor of the 
Baptist Missionary Society in London. 
In response to their request, Rev. John 
Saunders arrived on December 1, 1834. 
Eminently suited for the task, Mr. 
Saunders held Master of Arts and 
Bachelor of Laws degrees, and was an 
evangelist, humanitarian, crusader, re- 
former and a scholarly, practical man 
of affairs. 

During his thirteen-year ministry, Mr. 
Saunders saw the first church formed, the 
first building opened, and _ preaching 
places established in a number of centers. 

He earned for himself the title of 
“Apostle of Temperance,” for he waged 
successful war against the rum traffic that 
blighted the colony. He also crusaded 
ceaselessly for the abolition of transporta- 
tion of convicts and was one of the twelve 
leading citizens who presented such a 
petition to Parliament in 1846. 

Today, 125 years after Mr. Saunders’ 
arrival, there are 187 churches and 14,- 
341 church members in New South 
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Wales, and approximately 600 churches 
and 36,000 church members in the whole 
of Australia. 


Beginnings in Tasmania 

The second Baptist church in Australia 
was formed on the island state of 
Tasmania, named for the famous Dutch 
Navigator, Abel Tasman. 

Rev. Henry Dowling arrived in Hobart 
on December 2, 1834, a day later than 
John Saunders’ arrival in Sydney. He 
took up residence in 1835 at Launceston 
and served as pastor of the church there 
for 34 years. The second church was 
formed in Hobart in 1840. 

It was noted during the Annual Assem- 
bly of the Baptist Union of Tasmania in 
October 1959 that the year was one of 
three notable Baptist anniversaries: 350 
years since the formation of the first 
English Baptist church in Holland, 125 
years since the first service in Tasmania, 
and 75 years since the formation of the 
Baptist Union of Tasmania. 


Baptists Reach Victoria, 1838 

Leading an expedition for the purpose 
of founding a settlement, John Batman 
set out from Launceston, Tasmania in 
1835. Baptist services were held in Mel- 
bourne in 1838 in a tent pitched on what 
is today one of the principal thorough- 
fares of the city. Services were conducted 
by laymen. 

En route to Sydney in 1842, Rev. John 





Rev. A. C. Prior, author of this article, 
editor of The Australian Baptist, direc- 
tor of publications for the Australian 
Baptist Publishing House, and chair- 
man of the Australian Baptist Commit- 
tee for Baptist World Relief. 
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Rev. Isaac Prior, first Baptist missionary 
in South Australia. 


Ham was prevailed upon to remain in 
Melbourne to minister to its growing con- 
gregation. Three years later the site of 
the Collins Street Church was obtained 
and the foundation stones of the building 
were laid. 

Through the years, Victorian Baptists 
have played a prominent part in the 
Australian Baptist leadership. The head- 
quarters of both the Australian Baptist 
Missionary Society and the Australian 
Baptist Board of Christian Education are 
located in Melbourne. 


Origins in South Australia 

The beginning of Baptist witness in 
South Australia is linked with the names 
of two men, George Fife Angas, a 
wealthy Baptist merchant responsible 
for the foundation of a settlement where 
Adelaide stands today, and David Mac- 
laren, manager of the South Australian 
Association. Under their leadership, Bap- 
tist work in South Australia profited 
greatly in the early years. 

One of Mr. Angas’ undertakings 
was bringing the first Baptist minister to 
the colony. Seeking an English clergyman 
whom he judged to be of the quality 
necessary to pioneer Baptist work in this 
new settlement, his choice fell on Rev. 
Isaac Prior,* pastor of a Baptist con- 
gregation in Cornwall. Mr. Prior estab- 
lished the Angas Street Church in 
Adelaide in 1841. Later he moved to 
the area of Maclaren Vale where he 
labored until his return to England in 
1866. 

Among other notable Baptists of South 
Australia is Rev. Silas Mead. Pastor of 
* Rev. Isaac Prior is the great-grandfather 
of Alan Prior, author of this history. 





the Flinders Street Baptist Church, Ade- 
laide, he ministered enthusiastically to 
this congregation for 34 years. Silas Mead 
has been called the “Father of Australian 
Baptist Overseas Missions” since he led 
South Australia into this missionary en- 
terprise. 


Other Areas 


Baptists in Brisbane, Queensland, first 
worshipped with a combined fellowship 
of Presbyterians and Congregationalists. 
In 1855 they formed a separate church 
with Rev. B. G. Wilson, sent by the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society in London, serving 
as their pastor. 

Founded in 1829, the colony of West- 
ern Australia grew slowly. With the dis- 
covery of the famous “Golden Mile,” 
however, gold seekers and others began 
to pour into the fields at Kalgoorlie and 
Coolgardie in 1893. Baptist services were 
conducted there by laymen until 1894 
when Rev. James H. Cole arrived from 
Victoria with the ambition to seek the 
establishment of a Baptist church in 
Perth. First converts were baptized in 
June 1895. Church unity was evidenced 
as baptisms of Baptists and Presbyterians 
took place in a Congregational church 
schoolroom. 

Western Australia is currently one of 
the greatest areas of opportunity. Bap- 
tists are grappling with church extension 
to keep pace with rapid development of 
their state. Perth was host for the first 
time to the Australian Baptist Assembly 
in 1959. Hundreds of delegates travelled 
from the east to have fellowship with 
their western brethren. 


Outreach to the Aborigines 


In recent years, the Baptists of 
Australia have attempted to reach the 
aboriginal inhabitants of the land. In 
earlier days of settlement, these un- 
fortunate and primitive people were 
neglected, exploited, and often ruthlessly 
slaughtered. Most of them now live in 
central and northern Australia. Baptist 
missions have been set up at Yuendumu 
and Warribri in the great inland. 

Inspired by the enthusiasm of a num- 
ber of Baptist chaplains returning from 
war service, Baptists of New South Wales 
began the great overseas missionary ven- 
ture to New Guinea in 1949. Later this 
became a national responsibility and 
was taken over by the Australian Baptist 
Mission. 

At the end of seven years, the first 
converts in New Guinea were baptized. 
(THe Baptist WorxLpD, March 1957.) 
Ten years after its inauguration, a 2000- 
member Baptist congregation had been 
won from among the Stone Age people 
of “The Land that Time Forgot.” 











RUSCHLIKON .. . 


rs he bea tg. 


A Garden and Main Building at Ruschlikon 


.: 


A Unifying Force for Europe’s Baptists 


Adapted from a paper by George W. Sadler 


T IS DIFFICULT to site a date when the 
I idea of establishing an international 
Baptist Seminary in Europe was con- 
ceived. In 1908, at a meeting of Euro- 
pean Baptists in Berlin, it was recom- 
mended that a committee be charged with 
the responsibility of promoting the edu- 
cation of ministers by “the establishment 
of an international Baptist University 
College in a central place.” The Baptist 
World Congress in 1911 received a col- 
lection of money to begin building a 
school in Southeast Europe. 

Dr. W. O. Carver wrote in 1949 that 
forty years earlier he and Dr. Everett 
Gill, Sr., had discussed the possibility of 
founding a Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Zurich. Zurich was mentioned prob- 
ably because it was an important city 
in an international setting and because 
it was the scene of the life and death of 
the Anabaptists, some of our spiritual 
ancestors. 

Definite plans for establishing a Bap- 
tist Seminary in Switzerland did not 
formulate, however, until after World 
War II. In August 1948 at a European 
conference called in London by officials 
of the Baptist World Alliance, representa- 
tives of the Foreign Mission Board of the 
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Southern Baptist Convention announced 
their purpose to establish the seminary 
in Switzerland. 

Previously a Committee on Coopera- 
tion in Europe had approved the prin- 
ciple that any national Baptist organiza- 
tion is free to. cooperate with any other 
Baptist bodies or mission boards within 
the fellowship of the Baptist World Al- 
liance. The way was clear therefore for 
international cooperation in the SBC 
proposal. 

The seminary opened in Zurich in Sep- 
tember, 1949. The faculty consisted of 
George W. Sadler, acting president, Dr. 
J. D. Franks, business manager, profes- 
sors J. D. Watts, John Allen Moore, and 
Arthur B. Crabtree, and Miss Eunice 
Parker, librarian and secretary to the 
president. Early in the school year Claus 
Meister joined the faculty, and Dr. S. L. 
Stealey, now president of Southeastern 
Seminary (USA) served as a visiting 
professor. 

Perhaps the outstanding event of the 
first year was the election of Norwegian- 
born Dr. Josef Nordenhaug as president. 
Dr. Nordenhaug, at that time editor of 
The Commission, the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Foreign Mission journal, 









Dr. Henry Cook, addressing the 
European Baptist Congress in 1958, 
praised the international Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary at Ruschlikon for its 
“traning of pastors for Baptist churches 
in all the various European lands, bring- 
ing them together from their own na- 
tional environment and training them 
side by side, so that, wherever they came 
from and wherever they settled, they 
would feel part of a common European 
brotherhood in the service of the 


gospel.” 





visited the seminary and was gripped by 
the opportunity it presented. He was in- 
stalled as president in August of 1950. 

Though the seminary was financed by 
the Southern Baptist Convention, there 
was no thought of attempting to “Ameri- 
canize” the Baptists of Europe. This 
policy has been perpetuated and the evi- 
dence is that it is deeply appreciated. The 
seminary has played a prominent part in 
unifying European Baptists. Even those 
who doubted establishment of the semi- 
nary are prepared to concede that this 
institution has a notable record. Dr. F. 
Townley Lord, past president of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance, has written: “The 
establishment of this seminary was full 
of significance for the future work of © 
Baptists in Europe. .. .” 

Alumni of the seminary are now serv- 
ing as missionaries, pastors and teachers 
in various parts of the world. A number 
of students who have gone to other in- 
stitutions have given evidence of the 
high quality of training they received 
there. 





Dr. NORDENHAUG 
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Three Ministers Killed .. . 


Cameroun Unrest Threatens Baptist Work 


BAPTISTS IN SOUTH CAMEROUN, an 
area aided by representatives of the 
European Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, have been the innocent victims 
of violence led by rebel groups against 
the Camaroun government. 

A report from Rev. M. Farelly reveals 
that at least three ministers have been 
killed and others beaten and imprisoned. 

Despite this difficulty, Mr. Farelly be- 
gan his letter with optimism. He reports 
600 new converts were baptized during 
1959 and that a goal of 1000 has been 
set for 1960. 

This 1960 goal will be possible, he ad- 
mits, only if peace returns to the area. 
Then calmly he reports as follows: 

“Opposition to the government is evi- 


dent in troubles and some acts of sub- 
version and pillage committed by armed 
bands which covered certain regions. 

“Since the first of January one of the 
bands has overrun the region of Petit 
Dibum. Our workers generally have 
been spared though one was arrested, 
beaten and imprisoned for several days, 
and two others, one of them a girl, have 
been kidnapped. 

“Things are more serious in the Ba- 
bimbi region. An armed band ravaged 
the whole district and committed several 
murders there. Our pastor, Logkat Guil- 
laume Mbi, a member of the Committee 
of the Union of Churches, was assassi- 
nated. Several days later the evangelist of 
Saha, Elias Momka, and his son Monla 


were likewise put to death by the terror- 
ists. 

“In the neighboring district of Ndog- 
beakat, Pastor Albert Makan was not 
able to leave the village because he had 
been crushed and beaten. We remain 
very anxious for him. Baptist work has 
naturally become disorganized. There 
seems however, at this moment, a certain 
mitigation, and we pray earnestly to God 
to watch over his churches and his faith- 
ful ones in the torment and to restore the 
peace. 

“The station at Ndiki, where our mis- 
sionaries are, also has been through trial. 
Some have found it necessary to return 
their families to Europe. 

“Despite all these trials, our churches 
resolved to maintain their witness and 
to continue evangelistic effort to make 
the Saviour known to as great a number 
of souls as possible.” 





With Billy Graham in Africa . 


SOME CLIMB TREES TO HEAR 


ACRES OF PEOPLE jammed together on 
the broad expanses surrounding a sports 
field near the foot of Mount Kiliman- 
jaro, at Moshi, Tanganyika. They stood 
on small hills, climbed trees and clus- 
tered atop buses. One tree alone sup- 
ported ten modern Zacceuses. 

These people—35,000 of them—had 
come to hear Evangelist Billy Graham, 
the Baptist preacher from America whose 
fame had come ahead of him. The as- 
semblage was composed mostly of Af- 
ricans but contained a generous sprink- 
ling of Asians and Europeans. 

Tom McMahan, religion editor of the 
Columbia State (South Carolina, USA) 
who is traveling with the Graham team on 
its “Safari for Souls,” reports that the 
‘minaret of a mosque stabbed the sky near- 
by. Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest moun- 
tain, poked its snow capped peak up 
through the floating clouds. 

Mr. Graham preached of a loving God, 
of Christ’s coming to live among men and 
of His sacrificial death to pay man’s debt 
for sin. When he asked those who desired 
to accept Christ to raise their hands, 
thousands responded. He tried three 
times to sift out first-time decisions from 
others who apparently were ready for a 
mass demonstration of their fidelity to 
Christ. Inquirers were not asked to come 
forward, but were given permission to 
remain for counseling. More than 5000 
stayed. 
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Statistics on Evangelism Graham’s Afri- 
can Crusade reveal that he spoke to 
a total of 600,000 people in a dozen 


countries. His messages were trans- 


lated into eighteen languages. A total 
of 30,000 hearers made declarations 
for Christ. 





Later Graham and several of his as- 
sociates witnessed a fantastic African 
dance in a village high on a mountain- 
side. He preached briefly to the villagers, 
members of the Masai tribe. 

Other members of the Graham team 
were fanning out in small airplanes to 
hold extension meetings. Cliff Barrows 
preached on the southern shore of Lake 
Victoria to a crowd of 3,000 and nearly 
200 remained as inquirers. Grady Wilson 
was holding preparatory meetings at Nair- 
obi, Kenya. Joe Blinco was at Kisumu, 
near one of the sources of the Nile. 
Witch doctors had been marching around 
the meeting site there, muttering incanta- 
tions, but were unable to prevent an at- 
tendance of 9,000 and 1,000 decisions, in 


THE GOSPEL 


three days. Roy Gustafson was at Usum- 
bura on the northern tip of Lake Tan- 
ganyika. 

This vast country was opened to civil- 
ization and Christianity less than a cen- 
tury ago by David Livingstone and others 
like him. One African, 103 years of age, 
told Graham he had seen Livingstone 
face to face when he was a boy. 

Graham and his team had stopped at 
Victoria Falls for a three day rest 
between their West Africa and East 
Africa itineraries. 

An accounting revealed that more than 
300,000 people had turned out for the 
great rallies in West Africa despite op- 
position from Pagan and Moslem forces, 
and that 15,000 had remained after the 
meetings to seek the Lord. 

The closing meeting of the West Africa 
portion of the tour was at Jos, Nigeria, 
a mining center where a modern com- 
mercial city has arisen among primitive 
tribes. Nearly 10,000 heard the evange- 
list there. One group of 700 people 
crowded into six railroad cars for the 
70-mile trip from Kagora. The Chief 
of Kagora, a Christian since boyhood, 
now a leading Nigerian governmental 
figure, led the evening prayer. Many 
others, some of them former pagan 
tribesmen, walked fifteen miles to Jos, 
retracing their steps after the night service 
on a path infested with snakes, scorpions 
and baboons. 
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Baptist Women’s Work in Hong Kong 

The United Hong Kong Christian Bap- 
tist Church Association, established 21 
years ago, consists of 16 churches, 21 
chapels, a college, four schools, a semi- 
nary, a clinic and a press. Church mem- 
bership is over 13,000. There are 12 de- 
partments to carry on the work and one 
of them is the Women’s Department, 
which cooperates with the Hong Kong 
WMU to promote women’s work in this 
area. 

The Hong Kong Woman’s Missionary 
Union, organized in 1950, is composed 
of Women’s Missionary Societies in the 
Baptist churches in the New Territories, 
the Kowloon Peninsula, and the Island 
of Hong Kong. The women of this Union 
meet four times a year for prayer and 
business. This last year we met in the 
beautiful new Henrietta School, which 
was named for Mrs. Henrietta Hall 
Schuck, the first American woman mis- 
sionary to China, who arrived in 1836. 

At the Chinese New Year festival every 
year the women hold evangelistic meet- 
ings in the suburbs and pass out gospel 
tracts. 

The work of the individual missionary 
societies varies somewhat according to 
the needs of each congregation and the 
environment of their respective churches. 
For example, one society goes out twice 
a month to hold evangelistic meetings in 
the farming districts, another gives a 
Christmas party to the Home for the 
Aged, another helps the destitute fisher- 
folk living in sampans. 

There has been started the first foreign 
women’s Bible Class in Hong Kong. 
Women of seven nationalities meet 
weekly for Bible study. 

Perhaps you would like to know how 
we observed the Day of Prayer. On the 
afternoon of December 4th, 1959, over 
200 women of Hong Kong met together 
for prayer. Colored slides were shown of 
the mission work in the various countries 


s 
. 


ee 


TELL US MORE ABOUT JESUS. These Rhodesian girls have come to the Tsitsi Baptist 








os 


Church at Shabani, Southern Rhodesia, to learn more about Jesus and his will 


for their lives. Mrs. Lazarus Green is the leader of this Girl’s Auxiliary chapter, . 


one of 23 such chapters with 431 members in that country. 


of the world, with the result that the 
women caught a clearer idea of their 
needs and could pray more intelligently 
for each country. A pageant representing 
the prevalent religions of the world— 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Mohammedanism, 
Catholicism, paganism and Christianity— 
impressed the women of the necessity of 
letting the world know of the one true 
God and His Son, Jesus Christ. In the 
evening they went back to their respec- 
tive churches and continued to pray as 
they were in charge of the prayer meet- 
ings that evening. 

The vision of the Hong Kong women 
has been widened since the organization 
of the Asian Baptist Women’s Union of 
the Alliance. We are more aware of the 
needs, the work, the hopes of our sisters 
in other Asian countries. Pray for your 
Hong Kong sisters that we may join 
hands with you in love to spread the 
gospel! 

LILLIAN WONG. 


Mrs. Ruden Grateful 

Mrs. Erik Ruden, wife of our Execu- 
tive Secretary for Europe, wishes to 
express her gratitude to those who were 
so kind to her during her recent visit 
to our country. She says: “I can never 
tell you how much the visit to the 


(Photo by Gerald S. Harvey) 


United States meant to me. It gave me 
a wider outlook and a better knowledge 
of the Baptist work in America. The 
family use of the English language was 
good training, and coming to know the 
Baptist women was a wonderful blessing 
and inspiration. I came home with a 
deeper desire to serve my Lord and 
Master and a greater concern for our 
Baptist work.” 


Rio Calling! 

Are you ready for Rio? Better hurry! 
Very soon now Baptists of the world 
will be wending their way to this beauti- 
ful city. Rio has justly earned its title, 
“City of Beautiful Views.” The harbor 
is generally acknowledged to be the most 
beautiful in the world. Sugar Loaf lifts 
its lofty head out of the gloom, and, with 
Corcovado and other fantastically shaped 
peaks in the background, the scene is 
one of indescribable grandeur. Come with 
us and enjoy these unusual beauties! 








SEND A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
BAPTIST WORLD TO YOUR 
FRIENDS 
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Our 1959 Baptist Day of Prayer 
Many are the echoes which are com- 
ing in from all areas concerning our 
1959 Day of Prayer. If you have not 
sent in your report of the observance 
of that day, please do so at once. A 
Committee on Baptist Day of Prayer 
will outline the future policies for the 
promotion of this day. It will be most 
helpful to them to know your reac- 
tions. 


Mrs. McKinney Brings 
Greetings From Abroad 

Mrs. Wade H. McKinney of Cleveland, 
Ohio, returned January 25 from her 15- 
week tour to the Orient and Europe. 
She says, “I bring 
to American Bap- 
tists the love and 
deep appreciation 
of those to whom I 
went.” 

Her trip, a “min- 
istry of missions 
and __ fellowship,” 
was sponsored by 
the Woman’s 
American Baptist 
Foreign Mission 
Society. Everywhere she spoke before 
women’s societies, area conventions, 
school and college groups, and led in 
singing. 

Mrs. McKinney is the daughter, wife 
and mother of American Baptist minis- 
ters. She is now in her second three- 
year term on the national executive 
board of United Church Women. Since 
1956 she has been vice-president of 
Christian Service for the National Coun- 
cil of American Baptist Women. Many 
will recall her beautiful voice as she has 
sung at meetings of the American Baptist 
Convention. 

(American Baptist News Service) 





Nursing Seminar Held 


Miss Jessie Summers, a British Baptist 
and a Baptist Missionary Society nursing 
sister at the Christian General Hospital, 
Palwal, was one of the delegates at an 
International Nursing Seminary held at 
Delhi. 

The Florence Nightingale International 
Foundation sponsored the Seminar. 
Thirty-four participants from 16 different 
countries were present, including dele- 
gates from Burma, Ceylon, India, Pakis- 
tan, Korea, Japan, Israel, USA and Great 
Britain. Another Baptist, Miss Audrey L. 
John of London who is at present doing 
research in nursing at Edinburgh Uni- 
versity, was among them. 
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Rio Congress Travelers Will See It .. . 


Santiago Monument Recalls Struggle 
For Religious Liberty in Chile 


A monument on the side of Santa 
Lucia Hill near the center of Santiago, 
Chile, reads: To the memory of the exiles 
from heaven and earth who for a half 
century lay buried in this place. 

This hillside was the only burial 
space available to non-Catholics for five 
decades prior to 1872. The city’s regular 
cemetery was reserved for Roman Cath- 
olics only. All non-Catholics considered 
exiles from Heaven, were exiled also 
from dignified burial. 

Religious liberty is a different story 
in Chile today, however. President 
Arturo Alissandri secured separation of 
church and state in 1925. A monument 
to him was built recently in front of 
La Moneda, Chile’s White House. Now, 
under the presidency of Alissandri’s son, 
George Alissandri, Chile is one of the 
countries where freedom of religion is 
greatest in South America. 

Santiago, a city of about two million 
inhabitants, was founded in 1541, 66 


years before the first permanent white 


settlement at Jamestown in North Amer- 
ica. Chile won its independence from 
Spain in 1810. 

The first Baptist in Chile, as far as is 
known, was a German who arrived in 
1882. A Scotch Baptist, W. D. T. Mac- 
Donald, however, gets credit as pioneer 
for the work which now functions in 
connection with the Southern Baptist 
Convention, USA. The Chilean Baptist 
Convention was organized in 1908. The 
first Southern Baptist missionary to Chile 
was Dr. W. T. Davidson, who arrived 
in 19TT. 

There now are 75 Baptist churches 
with more than 7000 members in Chile. 
There is a Baptist grammar and high 
school at Temuco with an enrollment of 
about 400; a seminary in Santiago with 
20 ministerial students and ten training 
school girls each year. Chilean Baptists 
have their own publications. Sr. Honorio 
Espinoza, a vice-president of the Baptist 
World Alliance, was editor of La Vox 
Bautista prior to his death last September. 





A LEl FOR KEEGAN—A missionary and the chief of police met Dr. G. Kearnie 


Keegan, USA youth leader, when he stopped in Hawaii on a recent trip visiting 
young people around the world. Miss Josephine Harris, director of Baptist Student 
work at the University of Hawaii, placed a lei of orchids around Dr. Keegan’s 
neck, while Police Chief Dan Liu, a deacon at Olivet Baptist Church, greeted 
him with a handshake. Dr. Keegan, director of student work for, the Southern 
Baptist Convention, is chairman of the administrative committee of the Baptist 


World Alliance Youth Department. 











Jubilee Advance Reaches 
Baptists Around World 

The spirit of the Baptist Jubilee Ad- 
vance, first launched by North American 
Baptists has spilled over into Baptist 
work around the world, Dr. Theodore F. 
Adams, president of the Baptist World 
Alliance, told the semiannual meeting 
of the BJA committee at Washington. 

The Baptist Jubilee Advance is a joint 
movement of the major Baptist fellow- 
ships of North America. Extending from 
1959 to 1964, the BJA celebrates the 
150th anniversary of organized Baptist 
mission work in North America. 

Each cooperating fellowship appoints 
its own members of the BJA committee 
and twice a year they meet to plan the 
emphases for each year. Mrs. Howard L. 
Roach of Plainfield, Iowa, a prominent 
leader among American Baptist Con- 
vention women, is serving as chairman, 
having succeeded Dr. C. C. Warren of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Dr. Adams said that, although Baptists 
of other nations do not have the same 
occasion to celebrate, they are adapting 
the idea to their own history and tradi- 
tions, and that an awareness of the unity 
of the Baptist movement around the 
world is growing. 

Stewardship and enlistment is the 
emphasis to be developed in 1961. “I Will 
Be Faithful” is the theme, with I Corin- 
thians 4:2 as the scripture. 


Baptists Gain from New 
Allegiance to Word of God 

“One of the most encouraging signs 
of today is the new allegiance to the 
Bible,” declared Dr. Frank H. Woyke, 
executive secretary of the North Ameri- 
can Baptist General Conference, in the 
keynote address to the Baptist Jubilee 
Advance committee in its semiannual 
meeting. 

Recalling his life as a theological stu- 
dent in Germany during the rise of 
Hitler’s Nazism, Dr. Woyke said that the 
foundations of German national stability 
had been undermined by the prevailing 
liberalism that rejected the Bible as a 
revelation of God and made man the 
measure of all things. 
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EUROPEAN BAPTISTS CHARTER 
PLANE TO RIO CONGRESS 


A Super-Constellation plane, capable 
of carrying 70 passengers, has been char- 
tered by European Baptists for the Baptist 
World Congress at Rio de Janeiro. 

Dr. Erik Ruden, Baptist World Al- 
liance secretary for Europe, said that the 
plane will leave Paris, France, June 21. 

Eight Russians are among the more 
than 50 persons already booking passage 
on the plane, Dr. Ruden said. Other 
countries represented include Poland, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia, Switerland, Fin- 
land, France, Italy, Holland, Germany, 
Great Britain, Norway and Sweden. 
Addit’onal passengers will board the 
plane at Madrid, Spain, and Dakar, 
French West Africa. 





This attitude is now rapidly changing, 
Woyke said. The new trend is to reject 
science, reason and experience as the 
approach to theology and to look to the 
Bible as the revealed Word of God. 

Baptists have more to gain in this new 
attitude than others, Woyke said. Many 
groups have their authoritarian creeds, 
but for Baptists the Bible is the sole 
authority for faith and practice. 





INDIA: 


Moorshead Memorial Hospital 
“Coming of Age” 

The Moorshead Memorial Hospital, 
Udayagiri has set a pattern for birthday 
celebrations that could well be emulated. 

Its 21st birthday celebrations in Jan- 
uary, which began with a retreat led by 
Rev. R. W. Lewis, were followed by a 
week of special services, and culminated 
in a communion service and a service of 
rededication for all members of the hos- 
pital staff. 

An eyewitness writes of that service, 
“It was an unforgettable experience. In 
the open air, surrounded by the hospital 
buildings in which we serve the sick and 
suffering, the staff again affirmed their 
sense of call to the task and their sense 
of dependence upon God for help and 
strength.” 

Verbal greetings from retired B.M.S. 
missionaries who once worked in the 
Kond Hills were one of the highlights 
of the week, especially for the senior 
members of the hospital staff. A newly 
acquired tape recorder provided the 
means of listening to the voices of people 
6,000 miles away. 

“One could almost imagine Dr. Gor- 
don Wilkins standing in the room with 
us, as he recalled the difficulties of start- 
ing medical work in the district—the 
first nurse who was dismissed because 





DEAF TOUR PLANNED FOR WORLD CONGRESS 


A Baptist World Congress Tour for deaf people and others interested in 
promoting missions for the deaf has been arranged by a Texas travel agency 


in connection with Brownell Tours. 


Dr. A. Jackson Roddy, superintendent of missions for the deaf, the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, said this project—“should put deaf 
missions before the eyes of the world and world missions before the eyes 


of our deaf people.” 


Special plans for the tour members include designated assignments for 
seating and an interpreter at the Congress sessions, a place on the Alliance 
roll call, conferences with representatives of local deaf groups in cities 
visited, and special consideration from local sightseeing concerns. 

The 22-day air tour departs from Houston, Texas June 17 and returns 
to Miami July 8. The itinerary includes Panama, Lima, Buenos Aires, 
Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro, Caracas, and Port-of-Prince. Included in the 
cost of $1,034 are all meals, hotels, and sightseeing, except in Rio where 
only continental breakfast and hotels are provided. Mrs. Louis A. Beard, 
well-known interpreter and deaf worker, will be the leader of the group. 

Information can be obtained, and reservations made, through Miss 
Julia Chrisman, Dan Waggoner Building, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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he refused to touch the bedpans; the 
patient who died after being mauled by 
a leopard, but none would carry away 
the body until the newly-appointed staff 
rallied around.” 

Others also spoke of recordings, tell- 
ing of the hospital’s earlier days. 

The birthday celebrations reminded the 
hospital staff of the “great succession” 
to which they belonged, and the task 
which had been the pioneers and is now 
theirs, that of ministering to the people 
of the Kond Hills in Christ's name. 


ISRAEL: 
New Church Dedicated 
The Israel Baptist Convention has 


dedicated a church at Kafr Kana near 
Nazareth at the site where, according to 
tradition, Christ performed his first mir- 
acle by transforming water into wine. 

Cana, as the place is called in English, 
is now an Arab village whose 3,000 in- 
habitants are half Christian and _ half 
Moslem. 

Elsewhere in Israel, Baptists have 
churches in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and 
Haifa, a church and college at Nazareth, 
and a children’s village near Petah Tik- 
vah. 


JAPAN: 
Church Honors Missionary 

A new Baptist church in Japan, named 
to honor an American Baptist missionary 
and built largely with gifts from Bap- 
tist women in Kansas, USA, has been 
completed in the city of Osaka. 

The Foote Memorial Church, named 
for the late John A. Foote, D.D., for 
almost 40 years a missionary to Japan, 
has been called by Japanese Baptists 
“one of the most worshipful buildings 
we have constructed.” 

After Dr. Foote’s death in 1951, 
women in Kansas started a drive to raise 
funds for a memorial to him. Because 
the building of the Tanimachi (First 
Baptist) Church in Osaka had been 
destroyed during World War II, it was 
decided that money would be raised for 
a new church. 


Africa 





CAMEROON: 
EMS Opens New Station 

The European Mission Society has 
decided to open a new mission station at 
Maroua, one of the largest cities in North 


Cameroon, having a_ population of 
30,000. Maroua is an important com- 
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Korea Seminary Honors John Abernathys 


Abernathy Hall, the administration 
building at Korea Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Taejon, is a tangible remem- 
brance of the John A. Abernathys’ ten 
years of service to Korea, and the 30 
years they previously spent in China. 

A stone at the entrance bears the 
Korean inscription: “In honor of Dr. 
John A. Abernathy, a servant of the 
Lord in the Orient for 40 years. Founder, 
trustee, and first president of the Korea 
Baptist Theological Seminary.” 

When the stone was unveiled shortly 
before the Abernathys left Korea for 
the States late in December, special com- 
mendation was given Mrs. Abernathy for 
the way she has stood by her husband’s 
side through the years. Her reply: 
“Whenever he is honored, I am hon- 
ored.” 

Following speeches of appreciation, 
gifts were presented to the Abernathys 
from the Baptist churches of Korea, 
seminary alumni, student body, and 
faculty. “I have great faith in the future 
of Korean Baptists,” Mr. Abernathy told 
the group, “and am almost envious of 
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Dr. Abernathy stands beside stone 
honoring him. 


you younger people who have time be- 
fore you to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities here. The Lord did not call me 
to serve him just until I was 65, but 
he called me to a lifetime of service. 
Therefore, I will be serving him where- 
ever I go until he calls me home.” 





mercial and administrative center. The 
majority of the inhabitants are Moslems, 
and the city is considered a strategic 
place for reaching the people of Islam 
with the Gospel. “Our entrance in 
Maroua will mark a decisive step forward 
in our mission work,” it is reported in 
the Bulletin of the EBMS. 

The Society has fourteen missionaries 
and two candidates for the mission field. 
More nurses are needed as well as a 
French teacher. 

The president of the Society is Rev. 
Henri Vincent, France. Rev. Paul 
Schmidt, Germany, is serving as secre- 
tary, and Mr. Otto Winzeler, Switzerland, 
as treasurer. 


NIGERIA: 
Hospital Dedicated 

“It is in answer to Christ’s command 
that we have this hospital,” Dr. Billy 
Graham told about 300 people gathered 
in Kontagora to dedicate the first Baptist 
hospital for Northern Nigeria. “Christ 
told us to go and preach and heal.” 

Dr. Graham, a member of the South- 
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, took 
time from his evangelistic crusade in 
Nigeria to give the dedicatory address in 
the hospital’s combination chapel-waiting 
room. Shortly before the service the har- 
mattan haze, dust of the dry season, 
cleared away to a visibility of three miles 


so that the two small planes bringing 
the evangelist and his team could land 
safely at the small Kontagora airstrip. 

“Most of the hospitals in Nigeria, and 
the world, have been built by people who 
believe in Jesus,” Dr. Graham said. “All 
who come to this hospital will know by 
the treatment they receive that the staff 
members believe in him.” 

“We dedicate this hospital to the 
people of the Kontagora area. We also 
dedicate it to God. We want it to serve 
him.” 

Dr. J. Edwin Low, Southern Baptist 
missionary who is currently the only 
doctor on the hospital staff, presided 
over the dedication service and _ in- 
troduced Dr. Graham. 

Dr. Low is now operating the out- 
patient department with an African staff 
of four graduate nurses, two midwives, 
a laboratory assistant, and a chaplain. 
When more workers are available the 
wards will be opened. Another missionary 
doctor and two missionary nurses are 
expected to join the staff by 1961. 

The emir of Kontagora, an elderly man 
who had often expressed the wish that 
he might live to see a hospital in his town, 
said at the dedication ceremonies: “This 
is a great day which will not be forgot- 
ten in our lives because having this hospi- 
tal will be a great help to our people. 
We pray Almighty God to help us as 
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BWA ESTABLISHES AUSTRALIAN —/ 
HOME FOR REFUGEES : (oa c 


The Baptist World Alliance Relief Committee, 
in cooperation with the New South Wales Baptist 
Homes Trust, has purchased a spacious and at- 
tractive dwelling at Randwick, near Sydney, 
Australia, for a home for Baptist refugees. 


Pleasantly situated on the heights overlooking 
Clovelly Beach, this home will provide a haven 
for aged, stateless people brought into Australia 
under Australia Baptist sponsorship. 


Some of the refugees fled from Russia as early 
as during the persecution under the Czars. They 
travelled across Asia through Hong Kong to re- 
habilitation by the Baptist World Alliance. 


Contributions toward the cost of the home 
have come from the United Nations, the BWA 
Relief Committee and Australian Baptists. 





The Australian Home for Refugees 





well as the hospital staff to make it a 
success.” The emir and his council gave 
full cooperation to Baptists in securing 
land and erecting the buildings. 


TANGANYIKA: 
Workers’ Clinic Held 

Baptists of Tanganyika had their first 
associational Sunday school clinic Feb- 
ruary 16-17. 

Meeting in the unfinished building of 
Mwankenja Baptist Church, located in 
open country 35 miles from Mbeya and 
twelve miles from Tukuyu, 41 leaders 
from the six organized Sunday schools in 
the area participated in the two-day con- 
ference; and an estimated 350 people at- 
tended the open meeting the first eve- 
ning. 

The Standard of Excellence, laws of 
Sunday school growth, and methods of 
teaching and enlistment were presented 
and discussed in two languages, Swahili 
and Nyakusya, under the direction of 
Missionaries Carlos R. Owens and Wil- 
liam E. Lewis, Jr., and Pastor Willy 
Mtonga of First Baptist Church, Mbeya. 
Resulting were plans to expand existing 
work and to start new Sunday schools. 


Europe 





AUSTRIA: 
Anniversary Observed 

In December 1959 the Baptist church 
in Mollardgasse, Vienna, celebrated its 


90th anniversary. This church was organ- 
ized on December 20, 1869 by Edward 
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Millard, at that time the representative 
in Vienna of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, together with nine Vien- 
nese Baptists. 

The present church building was pro- 
vided through the help of German- 
American fellow-believers and dedicated 
in 1924. Towards the end of World War 
II, it was damaged by bombs, but by last 
December it was completely renovated. 

However modest the beginning of the 
work, the church has carried on fruit- 
ful missionary activity deep into South- 
east Europe. In Austria itself there is 
today a group of other Baptist churches. 
Dr. Rudolf Thaut, the new general sec- 
retary of the German Baptist Union, was 
the main speaker from abroad. 


ITALY: 


Court Acquits Baptist Elder 

Donato Cretarolo, 80-year-old Baptist 
elder, was acquitted by an appeals court 
in Aquila of charges of insulting the Ro- 
man Catholic religion. 

He had been given a 15-day jail term 
by a court in Avezzano last April after 
he had posted placards at the village of 
San Benedetto del Marsi near Aquila 
asserting that Protestants were more 
faithful to Christian principles than Cath- 
olics. 

Mr. Cretarolo acted after the local 
Catholic pastor allegedly had publicly 
criticized a parishioner for allowing her 
daughter to marry a Baptist and deprived 
her of the sacraments. 

The Baptist elder was sentenced by 
the Avezzano court under Article 402 
of the Italian penal code which makes it 
a punishable offense to “insult the reli- 
gion of the state.” 


However, the appeals court dismissed 
the case against him on the grounds that 
his action did not constitute vilification 
of the Catholic religion. It said Protes- 
tants may criticize the Catholic church 
publicly in Italy as long as they do not 
insult it. 


POLAND: 


Church Started at Czestochowa 

Baptists have started a church at 
Czestochowa and are preaching the 
gospel there for the first time. This city 
with a population of 135,000 is a his- 
toric and famous Catholic shrine. 


SPAIN: 


Madrid Church Reopened 

Third Baptist Church, Madrid, closed 
by the Spanish Government since Sep- 
tember 1958, has been granted official 
permission to reopen. 

An official document, received by 
Pastor Jose Nunez from the Ministry of 
the Interior, points out that the church is 
being reopened “after the particular cir- 
cumstances that surround the case have 
been carefully considered.” Observers 
believe this phrasing implies that the 
church was closed mistakenly on the as- 
sumption that it was new work. In real- 
ity Third Church has been in existence 
since before the Spanish civil war. 

Members of the Baptist church in 
Elche, meanwhile, have been informed 
they must cease to meet in the pastor’s 
apartment above their closed building. 

Several other Baptist churches in Spain 
continue to be closed; and the 40-year- 
old church in Figueras has been waiting 
more than a year for permission to move 
into its new building. 
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SOUTHWESTERN 
SERMONS 


COMPILED AND EDITED BY H. C. BROWN, JR. 


From thirty-two theologians of the modern 
Southwest comes this exceptional collection of 
sermons. One sermon from each of the current 
and emeritus members of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s Theology faculty, with a 
short biographical note on each writer. Published 
as a part of Southwestern’s 50th anniversary 
celebration, they are as varied in topic as in pre- 
sentation. Great as model sermons, as resource, 
or for inspirational reading. (26b) $3.75 


ALSO COMPILED BY H. C. BROWN 


SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
PREACHING 


Twenty-two Southern Baptist preachers review 
their methods of sermon preparation and share 
samples of their preaching. (26b) $4.00 


Order from your book dealer 
BROADMAN PRESS 
Nashville 3, Tennessee 


The Book Publishing Agency of the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
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BRAZIL: 


Institute Begins Fifth Year 

A 45-year-old preacher, with no teeth 
but a happy smile, arrived two weeks 
early for the fifth session of the Equato- 
rial Baptist Theological Institute, Belem, 
Para, Brazil. Setting down his dilapidated, 
strapped-up suitcase and a flour sack 
stuffed with clothes, he said, “I’ve been 
waiting 13 years for this opportunity, 
trying to preach with so little learning.” 

This man was one of 28 students 
expected for the new term just begun, 
a 75 per cent increase in enrollment over 
last year. 

Eight former students of the Institute 
are now working in five states served by 
the Equatorial Brazil Mission. For the 
10,000,000 people in the area there are 
only 45 Baptist churches, with 25 pastors 
and 4,000 members. 


MEXICO: 
Evangelism Emphasized 


By ErRvIN E. HASTEY 
Torreon, Coahuila, Mexico 


The Mexican Baptist Convention 
adopted in 1958 plans for cooperation in 
the Baptist Jubilee Advance as launched 
by Baptists in the USA and Canada. We 
made special plans in the field of evange- 
lism for 1959 and can joyfully say that 
God richly blessed us. We had thirteen 
simultaneous revival efforts on an as- 
sociational-wide basis and one associa- 
tion had special campaigns in its churches 
in November. As a result of these special 
efforts 4,399 people accepted Christ as 
their Saviour and publicly confessed him. 

We have the program for 1960 outlined 
and in the hands of our churches and it 
now appears that a great many will co- 
operate. 

We were to have our second nation- 
wide evangelism Congress in Guadalajara, 
Jalisco. Dr. J. Lester Harnish and Rev. 
Paul L. Stagg from the American Bap- 
tist Convention; Dr. G. Earl Guinn and 
Dr. W. E. Grindstaff from the Southern 
Baptist Convention; and Dr. Frank Pat- 
terson from the Baptist Publishing House 
in El Paso, Texas, were guest speakers 
in this Congress. 

Our National Baptist Convention will 
meet with the First Baptist Church of 
Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, April 24- 
May 1. Mateo M. Gurrola is the pastor 
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MEN‘S DEPARTMENT FOR BWA—Proposals for organization of a Men’s Department 
in the Baptist World Alliance, comparable to divisions for Youth and Wonten, 
will be presented to the Baptist World Congress meeting at Rio de Janeiro. Mr. 
Alex Fry, director of American Baptist Men, and Mr. George W. Schroeder of 
Baptist Brotherhood of the Southern Baptist Convention, met recently with BWA 
Associate Secretary Robert S. Denny to draw up a Men’s Department constitution. 
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of this church. The evening services will 
be dedicated to evangelism with Rev. 
Leobardo Estrada C., pastor of First 
Southern Mexican Baptist Church, Los 
Angeles, California, as evangelist. 


North 
America 


Dr. Adams Makes Hester Lectures 

Dr. Theodore F. Adams, president of 
the Baptist World Alliance and pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Richmond, Va., 
inaugurated the H. I. Hester Lectureship 
on preaching at Midwestern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary in Kansas City, March 
15-18. 

The lectureship is sponsored by H. I. 
Hester, vice-president of William Jewell 
College who is author of two widely used 
Biblical survey books. Dr. Hester has 
been engaged in the education of preach- 
ers for the past 37 years. 


Colgate Rochester Seminary Elects 
Dr. Gene E. Bartlett, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Los Angeles, Calif., 
has been named president-elect of Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School, Rochester, N. 
Y. His association with the seminary 
begins June 15, and his inauguration 
early in 1961 will follow the retirement 


of Dr. Wilbour E. Saunders, who has 
been president since 1948. 

As president-elect Dr. Bartlett will 
spend six months traveling extensively 
to study theological education. He is a 
graduate of Denison University, Gran- 
ville, Ohio, and Colgate Rochester Divin- 
ity School. 

Dr. Bartlett has been invited to give 
the Lyman Beecher lectures at Yale Di- 
vinity School in 1960. He is currently 
conducting seminars on preaching, spon- 
sored by the American Association of 
Theological Schools in Berkeley, Evans- 
ton, St. Paul and Dallas. 


SBC Churches Baptize 429,063 

A record number of 429,063 baptisms 
was reported by Southern Baptist 
churches during 1959, according to statis- 
tics for the year released by the depart- 
ment of research and statistics, Baptist 
Sunday School Board. 

Southern Baptists also reported a Sun- 
day school enrolment of 7,276,502, and 
an increase in property value to $2,009,- 
254,164. 

Total church membership, was 9,485,- 
276 in 31,906 congregations. Church 
membership increased 2,405,387, or 34 
per cent, during the 1950-59 decade. 

Total gifts reached an all-time high 
of $453,338,720, a gain of almost $34 
million, or 8 per cent. Mission gifts in- 
creased 4 per cent to a new high of $77,- 
753,190. 
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Christian Century Names Baptist 


Dr. Kyle E. Haselden, pastor of Bap- 
tist Temple, Charleston, W. Va., was 
named managing editor of the Christian 
Century, undenominational weekly pub- 
lished at Chicago. 

In announcing the appointment, Dr. 
Harold E. Fey, editor of the publication, 
said Dr. Haselden succeeds Dr. Theodore 
A. Gill, who last year became president 
of San Francisco Theological Seminary. 

Before becoming pastor of the Charles- 
ton church five years ago, Dr. Haselden 
served pastorates in Yonkers and Roch- 
ester, N. Y., and Minneapolis, Minn. He 
is the author of “The Racial Question in 
Christian Perspective,” published last 
year by Harper & Brothers. 


Foy Valentine Named 
Christian Life Leader 


Foy D. Valentine of Dallas, Texas, has 
been elected executive secretary of the 
Christian Life Commission of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, succeeding Dr. 
A. C. Miller, who retired. 

Mr. Valentine has been director of the 
Christian Life Commission of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas since 1953. 
He is the author of a number of tracts 
on various aspects of Christian behavior. 

The Southern Baptist commission re- 
ports in labor-management relations, has 
observers at United Nations at frequent 
intervals, studies what efforts the con- 
vention may make for world peace, and 
publishes literature on Christian citizen- 
ship, race relations, liquor and narcotic 
traffic, the fight against obscene litera- 
ture, etc. 


Tithing Encouraged 


American Baptist Men voted “to rec- 
ommend to 500;000 members that a 
major thrust of American Baptist Men 
be centered around a tithing emphasis,” 
at their semiannual meeting in Chicago. 

If Christianity is to play the vital role 
' in coming world events it should be play- 
ing, men must take a realistic look at the 
biblical command that “the tithe is the 
Lord’s,” and that “true sacrificial giving 
begins only after the tithe has been 
given,” the resolution said. 


$5,000,000 Seminary Dedicated 


The new Golden Gate Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary at Strawberry Point, Mill 
Valley, Calif., was dedicated in three- 
day ceremonies. 

The $5,000,000 seminary is being built 
by the Southern Baptist Convention on a 
126-acre campus. 

Some 500 laymen and religious offi- 
cials attended the dedication program. 
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SBC Sets Record Budget 

The highest budget goal in the history 
of the Southern Baptist Convention— 
$20,013,500—has been set by the con- 
vention’s Executive Committee. 

An increase of $2,126,600 over the 
1960 budget, the goal for 1961 will be 
presented to the meeting of the conven- 
tion at Miami Beach, Fla., May 17 to 20, 
for approval. 

Of the total budget, $13,938,500 was 
asked for general operations and the 
more than 20 convention agencies. An- 
other $4,575,000 was earmarked for cap- 
ital needs and $1,500,000 as an advance 
fund for foreign and home missions. 

A total of $7,250,000 was allocated to 
foreign missions. 


Dr. Adams Receives Citation 


Nearly 700 church leaders of at least 
twelve denominations attended The Up- 
per Room’s 25th anniversary celebration 
at Richmond, Va., to present the publica- 
tion’s annual citation for outstanding 
contributions to world Christian fellow- 
ship to Dr. Theodore F. Adams. 

Dr. Adams, president of Baptist World 
Alliance, was cited as a “devoted servant 
of the church universal.” The citation 
was presented by J. Manning Potts, 
Nashville, editor of The Upper Room. 

The Upper Room is a devotional guide 
published in 30 languages by the Meth- 
odist General Board of Evangelism. It has 
a circulation of more than three million. 
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750,000 Cameroonians 


@ With reference to the November 1959 
issue of your helpful publication, let me 
thank you for the attention paid to Baptist 
influence in the Southern Cameroons. 

The House of Assembly represents about 
750,000 Cameroonians and not 75,000 as 
printed. In these our days of number-con- 
sciousness I could be hanged for the under- 
statement—perhaps a worthy end after 
‘thirty years of labor! 

We are only about 35,000 Baptists in 
‘tthe Southern Cameroons. To have eight 
representatives in the House and two Bap- 
‘tists among the seven government ministers 
speaks well for the Cameroons Baptist Con- 
vention’s influence. 

PAUL GEBAUER 
Field Superintendent 
Cameroons Baptist Mission 


Greetings from the Philippines 


@ The Baptists in the Philippines are grow- 
ing more deeply conscious of their world 
fellowship and mission. We are thankful to 
the aggressive program of the BWA which 
helps in a more vital way to realize these 
goals. 

Visits by personnel or by teams (evange- 
listic, medical, etc.), regional conferences, 
wide circulation of THE BApTistT WORLD, 
the sending of special messages by the 
president or general secretary, charitable 
aids here and there, and corporate prayer 
such as the Baptist World Day of Prayer in 
December are greatly instrumental in bring- 
ing about spiritual unity and power among 
the varied member groups of Baptists. 

Mrs. Vaflor and I, in our capacity as 
members of the Women’s Department and 
of the Executive Committee respectively, are 
promoting the cause of the BWA in our 
field through messages (spoken or written), 
dramatics or pageants, dissemination of THE 
Baetist WorLD and other suitable projects. 

Our women’s groups are preparing now 
for the 1963 conference of the BWA 


LETTERS 
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women’s organizations in the continent of 
Asia to be held in our convention camp in 
Iloilo, Philippines. This is the first time that 
an international meeting of Christian women 
will be held in our place. We covet your 
prayers for us and for the work of the 
Kingdom in this part of the world. 

Our convention is planning to send two 
delegates to the Congress in Rio. Our 
churches and other entities are working hard 
to gather contributions for this purpose. We 
are eager to keep unbroken in this special 
way our fellowship with the Baptist brethren 
in the other parts of, the world. 

J. T. VAFLoR, General Secretary 
Convention of Philippine Baptist 
Churches, Inc. 

Iloilo City, Philippines 


BMS Budget Increase 

@ A colleague has drawn my attention to 
what appears to be errors in statements in 
THE Baptist WorRLD regarding the Baptist 
Missionary Society and its affairs. 

1. In the paragraph entitled “BMS Budg- 
et Increased” in the European section (Jan- 
uary) the figure purporting to be the equiv- 
alent in US dollars of the total budget ap- 
pears to be incorrect. It quotes US $291,- 
130.40, whereas the equivalent of £363,913- 
(calculated at the rate of $2.85 to the £.) 
would appear to be US $1,037,152.05. 

2. We have also noted with some distress 
the paragraph dealing with the Thomas 
Lewis Memorial, from which it might be 
inferred that Thomas Lewis did not have 
the joy of baptizing a single convert dur- 
ing his work in the Congo. In The Baptist 
Times report from which this extract is 
taken it is made clear that it was during 
the early years in Quibocolo that he labored 
without securing a conversion. Later he was 
greatly blessed in seeing for himself a 
bountiful harvest from his early sowing. 

A. S. CLEMENT 
Baptist Missionary Society 
London, England 
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WAITING ENDED 


The seal which had closed the doors of 
Third Baptist Church, Madrid, for more 
than a year was removed March 4 by 
two Spanish Baptist pastors and a few 
faithful members of the church, with 
police permission. After difficulty, the 
rusty lock on the outside door was 
opened. 

Inside, the chapel was in fair condition; 
but plants that were green in September 
1958, had long since dried up. The group ] 
joined hands and thanked God for the 
reopening of Third Church. 

As Pastor Jose Nunez went around the 
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auditorium checking on different items, 
his eyes fell on a little book in the vesti- 
bule. The title: “Today is Tomorrow.” 
“That's it,” he exclaimed. “Today is the 
‘tomorrow’ for which we have waited. 
The Lord be praised!” 
See earlier story, Page 12 
HELP YOUR RIO COMMITTEE! Ca 
> Qi 
. . . says Dr. Theodore F. Adams mt 
IT’S LATER THAN YOU THINK! : 
Your Rio Arrangements Committees must know that you are zac 
coming! ace 
If you haven‘t booked reservations 3} 
... DO IT NOW! -* 
If your church is sending your pastor = 
.. . ACT NOW! oO 
The Congress meets only once every five years . . . Don’t miss . 


this opportunity of a lifetime .. . 
See your Travel Agent today and book your reservation in a 


Baptist World Alliance Authorized Brownell Mission Tour 
All-expense tours from $659 













If you like 


The Baptist World 
Please tell your friends about 
it. They will enjoy it too. 
THE EDITORS 

P.S. Better yet, send them gift 
SZowne curs subscriptions. $1 per year; six 
gifts for $5. 
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Budget conscious? Ask about Brownell’s 


TRAVEL NOW - PAY LATER PLAN 


Makes Traveling Easy 
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